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Northwestern Mutual moves forward on downtown
Milwaukee growth
Northwestern Mutual today announced its intentions to build a mixed use real estate development immediately
west of its downtown Milwaukee campus.

The announcement follows the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors’ vote against the sale of O’Donnell Park
to the company.

“Although we are disappointed by the County Board’s decision, we want to acknowledge the outpouring of
support we have received from all corners of the community, both today and throughout the debate,” said
Sandy Botcher, vice present at Northwestern Mutual and head of the company’s downtown campus expansion
project.

“With this missed opportunity, it is now incumbent on the County Board to find solutions to the long-overdue
deferred maintenance issues at O’Donnell,” said Botcher. “The board needs to make good on this morning’s
dialogue about better options for O’Donnell Park, including how to pay for the millions of dollars in deferred
maintenance.”

“For our part, our belief in Milwaukee is undiminished,” she said. “We will continue to do all we can to make our
community great. We will continue to partner with people who have vision and passion for the best interests of
the whole community.”

To that end, Botcher said Northwestern Mutual will begin work with Mayor Barrett and the Milwaukee Common
Council on plans for a mixed-use real estate development adjacent to the western side of its downtown
Milwaukee campus.

The company has internally developed preliminary ideas on a structure that will include up to 1,000 parking
spaces for its employees, but also incorporate residential and possible retail components.

The company owns almost all of the property on the block bounded by North Van Buren, North Jackson, East
Mason and East Wells streets. It also owns the block that surrounds the 611 E. Wisconsin building on the
southwest corner of Van Buren Street and Wisconsin Avenue.

At this time, said Botcher, the company has no further specifics on scope, cost, location or design of the
development.

Botcher took time to thank the broad coalition of community leaders and individual residents who spoke up in
favor making O’Donnell Park better.

“Thanks so much to the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum, Summerfest, the Milwaukee Art Museum, Discovery
World, and the Milwaukee Building and Construction Trades Council and so many others,” said Botcher.

About Northwestern Mutual

Northwestern Mutual has been helping families and businesses achieve financial security for nearly 160 years.
Our financial representatives build relationships with clients through a distinctive planning approach that
integrates risk management with wealth accumulation, preservation and distribution. With more than $217
billion in assets, $26 billion in revenues and more than $1.5 trillion worth of life insurance protection in force,
Northwestern Mutual delivers financial security to more than 4.2 million people who rely on us for insurance and
investment solutions, including life, disability and long-term care insurance; annuities; trust services; mutual
funds; and investment advisory products and services.

Northwestern Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee,
WI, and its subsidiaries. Northwestern Mutual and its subsidiaries offer a comprehensive approach to financial
security solutions including: life insurance, long-term care insurance, disability income insurance, annuities,
investment products, and advisory products and services. Subsidiaries include Northwestern Mutual Investment
Services, LLC, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, member FINRA and SIPC; the Northwestern Mutual
Wealth Management Company, limited purpose federal savings bank; and the Northwestern Long Term Care
Insurance Company.
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